Report to BOS by Shrewsbury Historic Preservation Committee
January 22, 2019
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March 27, 2018 the BOS established a nine (9) member Shrewsbury Historic Preservation
Committee (SHPC) to focus on the matter of “historic structures” located in town worthy of
long-term protection from demolition. The scope of the charge is to use the Assessor’s database
to establish a baseline for focus of attention on structures within certain years of registration
with the town or building permits and to determine reasonable outcomes to reduce or eliminate
the eventual demolition of such structures.
To date the SHPC has met seven (7) times and has reviewed numerous resources for input in
determining the optimal proposal for protection of historic structures from demolition. Rather
than reinventing the wheel the SHPC has reviewed an existing body of laws from other
communities and proposals from the Massachusetts Historical Commission. These materials
have included Demolition Delay Bylaws and Ordinances, List of Bylaws and Ordinances by
Municipality, Preservation Through Bylaws and Ordinances, Mass Historical Commission Model
Demolition Delay Bylaw and the Town of Walpole Demolition Delay Bylaw – As amended by
2018 Spring Town Meeting.
Discussion was had by a member with the chair of the Town of Walpole Historical Commission
with regard to experiences of the Town of Walpole and its 2018 amended Demolition Delay
Bylaw which extended the demolition delay period to one (1) year and which has a baseline that
applies the Demolition Delay Bylaw to all structures over 100 years old.
Discussion was also had by a member with Christopher C. Skelly Director of Local Government
Programs from the Massachusetts Historical Commission.
In reviewing options for Bylaws and Ordinances to protect historic structures, the SHPC
reviewed and considered various options including Architectural Preservation District,
Community Preservation Act (CPA), Demolition Delay, Design Review Board, Local Historic
District and Scenic Roads.
In addition there was a proposal to possibly obtain some funds, possibly form Historic Society, to
affirmatively approach select homeowners of determined historic structures to secure an option
to preserve the structure. The overall SHPC determined this was not the best course of action.
In determining structures to be subject to any proposed Bylaw or Ordinance, several listings of
properties were reviewed. These included a listing from the Historical Commission which listed
detailed information for structures prior to 1900. In addition a listing was obtained from the
Assessor for all structures over 100 years old as of January 1, 2019.
After reviewing options to preserve historic structures, in general, the SHPC determined that the
optimal option would be a Bylaw regarding demolition delay to have a documented process for
demolition. After consideration of other municipalities, it was generally agreed that a demolition
delay of one (1) year be applied to all structures over one hundred (100) years old on a rolling
basis.
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The basis for a one (1) year delay was derived partly from discussion with the Walpole Historical
Commission which in 2018 increased its six (6) month demolition delay to one (1) year due to
Walpole’s experience that a six (6) month delay was not long enough for developers to consider
alternatives to demolition. It is important to understand that a demolition delay does NOT
prevent a homeowner from selling their property and it is believed will not adversely impact the
value of a sale. The onus of a one (1) year demolition delay will fall upon a developer who
desires to demolish a historic structure. The reality is that after a one (1) year demolition delay,
if nothing is done to preserve the subject historic structure the structure may be demolished.
The proposed Bylaw by the SHPC was modeled after the Massachusetts Historical Commission
Model Bylaw and that of the 2018 Town of Walpole Demolition Delay Bylaw. Consistent with
the guidance by the Massachusetts Historical Commission it was determined that the
implementation of the Shrewsbury Demolition Delay Bylaw should be overseen by the
Shrewsbury Historical Commission. The proposed Bylaw allows exceptions to the Demolition
Delay to be determined by the building inspector in the cases of structures in danger of collapse
or for other reasons and the Shrewsbury Historical Commission, after review of a subject historic
structure, can waive the demolition delay.
There is an opportunity for a grant from the Massachusetts Historical Commission to assist the
Historical Commission in pre reviewing possibly up to 125 designated historic structures which
will be pursued by the Shrewsbury Historical Commission.
It was discussed that it might be beneficial to have a public meeting of those who own subject
historic structures to obtain input. However, it was decided to request BOS to support SHPC
recommendation prior to having a public meeting. Various SHPC members have discussed the
proposal with owners of subject historic properties and have received positive feedback.
Attached for review are the proposed Shrewsbury Demolition Delay Bylaw and several lists of
historic structures some with pictures. Also enclosed is a survey of local communities with
regard to demolition delays.
Although the charge from the BOS included the possibility of proposing zoning Bylaw changes
regarding side yards and setbacks, it was determined by the SHPC that a demolition Bylaw has a
better chance of passage at Town Meeting by only requiring a majority vote rather than a twothirds zoning Bylaw vote. Also, it was discussed by the SHPC that there are existing permit
procedures to allow the Shrewsbury Historical Commission to work with a developer which may
allow redevelopment of a subject historical structure to try to prevent the demolition of the
historic structure while allowing a developer to maximize the value of the subject property.
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Town

Demolition
Delay

Designation
of Historical
Building

Demolition
Delay
Length

Bylaw Link

Southboro

Yes

Prior to 1925

9 Months

https://ecode360.com/30371655

Westboro

Yes

Prior to 1950

180 Days

https://www.town.westborough.ma.us/site
s/westboroughma/files/uploads/general_b
ylaws_2017_0.pdf (Page 86)

Worcester

Yes

Buildings on
state or
national
historic
register or
buildings
pending for
historic
registers

12 Months

http://www.preservationworcester.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/07/Demo-DelayHistorical-Commission-Local-By-lawsStatutes-Etc.pdf

Boylston

No

Marlboro

No
(Currently
working on
passing a
bylaw)

Northboro

Yes

100 Years
Old

365 Days

https://www.codepublishing.com/MA/Nort
hborough/#!/Northborough02/Northboroug
h0236.html#2-36

Holden

No

Berlin

Yes

50 Years Old

6 Months

http://www.townofberlin.com/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/GENERAL-BYLAWS-March-15-2018.pdf (Page 18)

Millbury

No
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S H R E W S B U R Y H I S T O R I C P R E S E R VAT I O N B Y L AW

INTENT AND PURPOSE
This Bylaw is enacted for the purpose of preserving and protecting historically significant structures
and sites within Shrewsbury, which constitute or reflect distinctive features of the architectural,
cultural, economic, political or social history of the town and to limit the detrimental effect of
demolition on the character of the town. Through this Bylaw, owners of preferably preserved
structures are encouraged to seek alternative options that will preserve, rehabilitate or restore such
buildings and town residents are alerted to impending demolitions of significant buildings. By
preserving and protecting historically significant buildings, streetscapes and neighborhoods, this Bylaw
promotes the public welfare by helping to maintain the town as an attractive and desirable place to
live and work. To achieve these purposes Shrewsbury’s Historical Commission is authorized to advise
the Building Inspector with respect to demolition permit applications. The issuance of demolition
permits is regulated as provided by this bylaw.
DEFINITIONS
Applicant - Any person or entity who files an application for a demolition permit. If the applicant is not
the owner of the premises upon which the building is situated, the application must include the
owners assent.
Application – A written request for demolition of a building.
Building – Any combination of materials forming a shelter for persons, animals or property.
Building Inspector – The person authorized to issue demolition permits.
Demolition - Any act of pulling down, destroying, removing, dismantling or razing a building or
commencing the work of total or substantial destruction with the intent of completing the same.
Demolition Permit - The permit issued by the Building Inspector for a demolition of a building. This
permit excludes other building permits issued for the demolition of the interior of a building so long as
the exterior appearance is preserved.
Historically Significant Building or Site – Any building or site within Shrewsbury which in whole or in
part was built 100 years or more prior to the date of application for demolition.
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The Shrewsbury Historical Commission considers a structure or site to be historically significant if, in
addition to age, it meets one or more of the following criteria:
•

•
•

Is listed on the National Register and/or State Register of Historic places i.e., Massachusetts
Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS), or is the subject of a pending application for
such listing, or is eligible for such listing;
Is importantly associated with historic person(s) or event(s) or with architectural, cultural,
political, economic, or social history of the Town of Shrewsbury;
Is historically or architecturally important for its period, style, method of construction, or
association with a particular architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of the group
of buildings or structures.

Preferably Preserved - Any historically significant building or site which the Shrewsbury Historical
Commission determines, following a public hearing, is in the public interest to be preserved rather than
demolished. A preferably preserved building is subject to the demolition delay period specified by this
Bylaw.
Shrewsbury Historical Commission, hereafter, Commission – is responsible for performing and/or
overseeing historical research, identifying historical assets and suggesting both preservation tools and
coordination with Shrewsbury town officials in preserving its historical heritage.
PROCEDURE
A demolition permit will not be issued for a, “Historically Significant Building or Site”, without following
the provisions of this Bylaw.
An applicant proposing to demolish a building subject to this Bylaw shall file the department’s required
form with the Building Inspector. The Building Inspector shall determine if the application includes a
structure built at least 100 years or more prior to the application and, in such cases, shall within seven
business days of receipt of the application, forward a copy to the Commission.
The Commission within fifteen business days after receipt of the application shall make a written
determination within the definition of the Bylaw as to whether the building is historically significant.
Upon determination by the Commission that the building is not historically significant and can be
demolished, the Commission shall so notify the Building Inspector in writing. The building inspector
may then issue a demolition permit.
Upon determination by the Commission that the building is historically significant, the Commission
shall so notify the Building Inspector and the applicant in writing. No demolition permit may be issued
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at this time. If the Commission does not notify the Building Inspector within fifteen business days of
receipt of the application, the Building Inspector may proceed to issue the demolition permit.
If the Commission finds that the building and/or historic site is historically significant, it shall hold a
public hearing within thirty business days of the written notification to the Building Inspector. Public
notice of the time, place and purpose of the hearing shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the town
hall for a period of not less than seven business days prior to the date of said hearing. Also, the
applicant and the Building Inspector shall be notified in writing of the meeting time and place.
The Commission shall decide at the public hearing or within fourteen business days after the public
hearing whether the building shall be preferably preserved. If agreed to in writing by the applicant, the
determination of the Commission may be postponed.
If the Commission determines that the building is not preferably preserved, the Commission shall so
notify the Building Inspector and applicant in writing. The building inspector may then issue a
demolition permit.
If the Commission determines that the building is to be preferably preserved, the Commission shall
notify the Building Inspector and applicant in writing within twenty-one business days of the public
hearing. No demolition permit may then be issued for a period of twelve-months from the date of
determination unless a shorter delay period is agreed to by the Commission. If the Commission does
not so notify the Building Inspector in writing within twenty-one business days of the public hearing,
the Building Inspector may issue the demolition permit.
During the demolition delay, the Commission, its agents and assigns, shall contact the owner of the
property or the applicant for the demolition permit and do everything reasonable to assist, aid and
effect the preservation of the property. This effort by both parties should include suggestions,
recommendations and alternatives to demolition of the property. The Commission shall seek out third
parties to aid and assist in the process of avoiding demolition.
The Commission is required to take into account all financial or personal hardships relating to the owner of the
property on the list of historically significant properties in determining whether such property is subject to the
bylaw and the grant of demolition delay. The Commission will also work with the property owner in such cases.
The Building Inspector may issue a demolition permit for a preferably preserved building within the twelvemonth i.e., calendar year, delay period if the Commission notifies the Building Inspector in writing provided that
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the Commission finds that the intent and purpose of the bylaw is served by:
•
•

A good faith effort by the owner to locate a purchaser to preserve, rehabilitate, or restore such building
and/or structure, and that such efforts have been unsuccessful, and;
There is no reasonable likelihood that either the owner or some other person or group is willing to
purchase, preserve, rehabilitate, or restore such building and/or structure.

Following the twelve -month delay period, the Building Inspector may issue the demolition permit.

ADMINISTRATION
The Commission may adopt such rules and regulations as are necessary to administer the terms of this bylaw.
The Commission is authorized to adopt a schedule of reasonable fees to cover the costs associated with the
administration of this law.
The Commission may delegate authority to make initial determinations of historical significance to one or more
members of the Commission or to a municipal employee.

EMERGENCY DEMOLITION
If after an inspection, the Building Inspector finds that a building subject to this bylaw is found to pose an
immediate hazard to public health or safety due to deteriorated condition and that there is no reasonable
alternative to the immediate demolition of the building, then the Building Inspector may issue an emergency
demolition permit to the owner of the building. The Building Inspector shall then prepare a report explaining the
condition of the building and the basis for the decision which shall be forwarded to the Commission.

ENFORCEMENT AND REMEDIES
By majority vote of the Commission and/or the Building Inspector are each specifically authorized to
institute any and all actions and proceedings, in law or equity, as they deem necessary and appropriate
to obtain compliance with the requirements of this bylaw or to prevent a threatened violation thereof.
Any owner of a building subject to this bylaw that demolished the building without first obtaining a
demolition permit in accordance with the provisions of this bylaw shall be subject to a fine of not more
than Three Hundred Dollars per day. Each day the violation exists shall constitute a separate offense
until a faithful restoration of the demolished building is completed or otherwise agreed to by the
Commission.
If a building subject to this bylaw is demolished without first obtaining a demolition permit, no building
permit shall be issued for a period of two years from the date of the demolition on the subject parcel
of land unless the building permit is for the faithful restoration referred to above or unless otherwise
agreed to by the Commission.
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SEVERABILITY
In case any section, paragraph or part of this bylaw is for any reason declared invalid or
unconstitutional by any court, every other section, paragraph, and part shall continue in full force and
effect.
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PROVISIONAL[1] LISTING OF SHREWSBURY HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT PROPERTIES
Current Resident(s)/Business
Owner[2]

Address

Patricia & Laurence Gannon

239 Main St.

1732

Gail & Joseph Aslanian

285 Main St.

c. 1727

Chiampa Realty LLC

307 Main St.

1803

Judith & Malcolm Morville

449Main St.

Nicole & Maurice Boisvert

Sources[3]
Erik
"Old
Larson Houses"1

Date Built House
Zebediah Johnson



The Dolly Bond House



Joel Nurse, Sr.





c. 1719

Daniel Howe (Flint Farm)





491 Main St.

c.1840

The Jenkins House





1st Congregational Church Rectory

499 Main St.

1852

1st Congregational Church
Parsonage



---

Joan & Arthur Brunell

505 Main St.

c. 1797

L.E. Colton House



---

Patricia & Daniel Donovan

515 Main St.

1825

Joel Nurse, Jr.



---

James F. Collins, Trustee

520 Main St.

1834

Joab Hapgood House



Caroline & William Henderson

529 Main St.

1806

Deacon DeWitt House



George Liazos

535 Main St.

c. 1822

Calvin Stone



Various

586 Main St

1804

The Samuel Haven Store



Skaff Enterprises, Thompson, CT

621 Main St.

1825

The Rev. George Allen House





Anne & Thomas Keegan

647 Main St.

c.1815

Josiah Stone House





Howard Allen & Sharon Doray

653 Main St.

1803

Sheriff Thomas Walter Ward
House





1

Comment


---



Archecture Gothic Revival, a less
common style for the period

Historic marker or plaque mounted
on house
Made flintlock rifles and
smoothbores


Historic marker or plaque mounted
on house
Historic marker or plaque mounted
on house

1/17/2019
ShrewsHistoricalSignificantProp1169 (2)

PROVISIONAL[1] LISTING OF SHREWSBURY HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT PROPERTIES
Sources[3]
Erik
"Old
Larson Houses"1

Current Resident(s)/Business
Owner[2]

Address

Daniel Ring

656 Main St.

Carl E. Danielson

675 Main St.

Late 1700s The Little House





Used by Dr. Azor Phelps

Philip W. Trumbull, Jr.

677 Main St.

Late 1790s Jason Ware House

---



Demolished in past several years

Lakeway Reality, LLC

679 Main St.

1769

John Mason/Nathaniel Holden
House





Christopher Desocio

685 Main St.

c. 1800

The Calvin Howe House



Pacific East Realty, LLC

697-699 Main St.

c. 1825

Moses Gill House

Ricker Rrichard Trustee

945 Main St.

c.1750

Ross Wyman

Lucy Ward

993 Main St.

1885

Hannah & Jim Kane

32 Main Circle

Marinilda Marin & Wesley Stoskopf

64 MAIN CIR

Clarence Carpenter

Date Built House
1832 Map shows J. Bliss as
resident

---



-----



---

Added to list, historic marker or
plaque mounted on house


---

Samuel Johnsons' Place

Comment



Example of continuous architecture

Pease Tavern, Built by Maj. John
Farrar





1813

Dr. Workman





Moved in 1968 from Hale block

265 Boylston St.

1732

Gershom Wheelock





First European to settle Shrewsbury

Marjorie Hastings

35 Boylston Circle

1803

Stonemeadow Farm, Nathan
Pratt Jr.





Joseph McDonald

51 Grafton Street

c. 1800

Dr. Augustus Brigham House



Deisdre J. and Anthony G.
Mastromatteo

143 Grafton Street

1832

John Moses House

---



C.S. Holdings LLC

307 Grafton Street

1737

Thomas Harrington House

---



c. 1751
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PROVISIONAL[1] LISTING OF SHREWSBURY HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT PROPERTIES
Current Resident(s)/Business
Owner[2]

Address

Sources[3]
Erik
"Old
Larson Houses"1

Date Built House

Edward A. Flynn, Jr., Trustee

504 Grafton

Angela & Joseph Poppalardo

785 Grafton St.

Shannon Lancaster

234 Gulf St.

Michael J. and Sasha A. Flynn

18 - 20 Holman Street

Christine L. Besaw and Matthew S.
Saunders

165 Oak Street

William Fisher

251 PROSPECT ST

---

1735
Late 1700s The Oliver House
1827
c. 1790

1727

c.1754

---





Gideon Harlow House





The Eager House




---

Isaac Stone

Benjamin Muzzy



Comment
Additions include large porch, roof
railing, large back extension and
garage




Count = 35
1. Possibly to be changed later.
2. Property tax rolls, 2019 Vision Government Solutions, Inc.
3. Houses to be considered first for historical significance designation.

LISTING OF SHREWSBURY HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTIES

Skaff Enterprises, Thompson, CT

621 Main St.

1825

The Rev. George Allen House





Historic marker or plaque mounted
on house

Havard University Property

786 Main St.

1727

Gen. Artemus Ward Homestead





Within designated historic district

Chiampa Reality LLC

5 CHURCH RD

1797

Summner Place





Within designated historic district

Heather & Jason Logrippo

4 PROSPECT ST

1822

The Jonas Stone House





Within designated historic district
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PROVISIONAL[1] LISTING OF SHREWSBURY HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT PROPERTIES
Sources[3]
Erik
"Old
Larson Houses"1

Current Resident(s)/Business
Owner[2]

Address

Traci & James Daniels

7 PROSPECT ST

1816

Samuel Haven House





Within designated historic district

Aaron J. and Shani E. Ahearn

10 PROSPECT ST

1806

The Philo Slocomb House





Within designated historic district

Date Built House

4

Comment
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18th and 19th Century Houses Characteristic of Shrewsbury’s Architectural Heritage

18th and 19th Century Houses Characteristic of Shrewsbury’s Architectural Heritage

Houses Lost to Shrewsbury’s Heritage Without Timeout

