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Asian Longhorned Beetle Reforestation Program 

 
 Dear Property Owner: 
  
  In 2012, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) was awarded state and federal funding for tree planting efforts in the Worcester 

area. The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) has now commenced a two-year reforestation program for properties 
located in the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) regulated area which includes the communities of: Worcester, West Boylston, Boylston, Holden, 
Shrewsbury, and Auburn. Properties in the regulated area are eligible (whether trees have been removed as part of the eradication program or not) 
to have trees planted at no cost to the owner by the reforestation program. DCR Reforestation Foresters will make a site visit to each property to 
discuss tree selection and proper placement. DCR Forestry staff and seasonal employees will then plant the trees using hand tools during the spring 
and fall planting seasons. 
 

 Trees play an important role in creating a unique sense of place in our communities and while the ALB eradication process has, in many cases, 
brought about dramatic changes to neighborhoods on both private and public properties it has also created opportunities to plant the right tree in 
the right place, thereby maximizing tree health and landscape potential.  
 

 Recognizing this opportunity, DCR Reforestation Foresters will work with property owners to select tree species and planting locations to best 
achieve landscaping goals such as providing shade, windbreaks, habitat for wildlife, and stormwater management, while keeping in mind tree health 
and future maintenance requirements of the trees.  
 

 In the spirit of diversifying the urban forest, we are offering a number of tree species for you to choose from. Enclosed are sheets describing the 
trees we are being offering. Trees will measure approximately 1.5” in diameter and stand approximately 6 feet tall at the time of planting.    
 

 When you consider locations for your tree(s), please keep in mind that we cannot plant trees directly on the site where a tree was removed.  Your 
opinion and input on species and location(s) will be important and needed.  The final decisions about how many trees will be planted on your 
property will be based upon a combination of input from you and the professional arboricultural judgment of the DCR Reforestation Forester. The 
spring planting season is currently underway and we anticipate that the fall planting season will commence around the first week of September, 
2013.   
 

 Please note that once the trees are planted, care and maintenance will be the responsibility of you, the property owner, as you have the most vested 
interests in seeing the successful establishment of your new trees. There is literature in this packet explaining how to care for your new trees.    
 

 Please take a moment to review the attached permission form which requires your signature in two locations. The permission form gives us your 
consent to conduct the planting on your property.  The form also asks for your commitment to care for your new tree(s) in accordance with the 
literature that we provide.  Again, there is no cost to you for participation.  If you would like to participate in this program, please call the DCR 
Reforestation Program with your contact information at 508-852-8073 so we can schedule a visit.  

•   

 We look forward to meeting you in person to discuss your tree planting options.      
  
 Thank you, 
 Eric Seaborn,   
 Urban Forestry Program Coordinator   
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Shade Trees 

Common Name Mature Height Mature Spread Spacing Unique Characteristics  Site Specifications 

Honeylocust 35 to 75 ft 30 to 40 ft 30 ft Small leaves that easily blow away after they 
drop in autumn, attractive golden fall color 

Tolerant of drought, high pH, salt, prefers 
full sun 

Scarlet Oak 70 to 75 ft 40 to 50 ft 40 ft Glossy dark green foliage in summer changing 
to scarlet in the fall, acorn fruit Full sun, tolerant of dry, sandy soil 

Swamp White Oak 60 to 80 ft 60 to 70 ft 30 ft Yellow to bronze fall color, acorn fruit Full sun, wet to well-drained soil, acidic 
soil, drought tolerant.   

Red Oak 60 to 75 ft 60 to 75 ft 30 ft Red to golden-brown fall color, acorn fruit Full sun, well-drained soil, variable pH, 
drought tolerant 

Linden 30 to 70 ft 30 to 40 ft 30 ft Fragrant June flower, yellow fall color Full or partial sun, variable pH, heat and 
compaction tolerant.   

Japanese Zelkova 50 to 80 ft 40 to 65 ft 30 ft yellow, gold, orange, burgundy, red, and wine 
fall color Full sun, prefers moist deep soil 

Tulip Tree 50 to 90 ft 25 to 40 ft 25 ft Uniquely shaped leaf, beautiful greenish  
flower, flowers May to June 

Full sun, adaptable to varying pH but 
prefers slightly acidic soil.  
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Flowering Trees 

Common Name Mature Height Mature Spread Spacing Unique Characteristics  Site Specifications 

Crabapple 25 to 30 ft 20 to 30 ft 40 ft Fragrant flowers, rapid growth, fruit Full sun, range of soil conditions 

Cherry 30 to 40 ft 20 to 30 ft 40 ft Pink flowers bloom in April and May, red 
and gold fall color, small fruit Full sun, Pest problems, acidic soil.  

Fringetree 25 to 30 ft 30 to 35 ft 40 ft White fragrant flower clusters bloom in 
May to early June 

Full sun/partial shade, Low growing will 
lose lawn space, prefers moist, acidic soil.   

Kousa Dogwood 30 to 40 ft 20 to 30 ft 30 ft Prolific  white flowers, red fruit, vase-
shaped crown,  flowers in  May-June 

Prefers partial sun, moist, acidic well-
drained soil 

Serviceberry 15 to 25 ft 10 to 12 ft 20 ft White flowers ,varying fall color.  Fruit is 
edible Partial shade, prefers moist, acid soil 

Japanese Stewartia 20 to 40 ft Up to 20 ft 40 ft White Flowers in early summer, excellent 
fall color, attractive bark Full sun 

Evergreens 

Fraser Fir 30 to 40 ft 20 to 25 ft 30 ft Slow growing pyramidal tree with stiff 
horizontal branches Prefers full sun, moist, well-drained soil 

White Pine 50 to 80+ ft 20 to 40 ft 40 ft VERY fast-growing, soft, thin needles, 
habit becomes very open with age 

Prefers full sun, very adaptable to drought 
and dry, sandy soils 

Colorado Spruce 50 to 60 ft 15 to 20 ft 20 ft Broad, dense pyramidal shape with 
horizontal branching near the ground 

Very adaptable, prefers moist, rich, acidic 
soil 

White Fir 30 to 50+ ft 15 to 30 ft 30 ft Whitish green to blue green foliage has 
pleasant citrus aroma, large cone 

Full to partial sun, well-drained sandy soil, 
heat and drought tolerant 

***We do our best to obtain the species you select, but at times availability may vary*** 
Your Reforestation Forester will work with you to ensure you receive a suitable species in the event a substitution is required. 



Shade Trees 

Honeylocust 

   Scarlet 
Oak 

    Swamp 
White Oak 

  Linden 

    Red Oak 

Zelkova 

   Tulip Tree 



Crabapple 

Cherry 

Flowering Trees 

Fringetree 

 Serviceberry 

 Japanese 
Stewartia 

Dogwood 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bdstuff.files.wordpress.com/2008/02/cherry_blossoms2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.stormfront.org/forum/t679274/&usg=__5ct8k_0KA-u-X3fmL1btD0ZsgRQ=&h=535&w=800&sz=59&hl=en&start=16&sig2=C-20y1LCIc48LW4RUNrFRA&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=WPfwQvLbe6ggxM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=cherry+flower&um=1&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&rlz=1I7GGLL_en&tbs=isch:1&ei=sRA3TbSbF4Kr8AaB0fymAw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.itascaswcd.org/Tree and Shrub Indiv. Pics/Crabapple flower.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.itascaswcd.org/native_plant_sale.htm&usg=__D96hiMWDEeqwdhevt7HQeXS9fw8=&h=800&w=1069&sz=498&hl=en&start=35&sig2=mUhmfJE_-2TVJmGHpIqQPg&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=tEGb5pvz6MRdkM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=crabapple&start=21&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&rlz=1I7GGLL_en&ndsp=21&tbs=isch:1&ei=VBQ3TfeJGoet8Aa93fC5Aw
http://www.stumpfarm.com/wp-content/uploads/serviceberry-2.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.extension.iastate.edu/newsrel/garden/ShrubFringetree1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.extension.iastate.edu/newsrel/2004/dec04/dec0432.html&usg=__WsQZyhCVUp2aDmn3-wfHZzr6XCk=&h=1200&w=792&sz=177&hl=en&start=20&sig2=QbZPPvoI7eCnrFi_cxctQg&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ZPXdo4cciNS3nM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=99&prev=/images?q=white+fringetree&um=1&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&rlz=1I7GGLL_en&tbs=isch:1&ei=Rg83TZOBBMGC8gb6ub2lAw
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ALB Reforestation Program 
Young Tree Care 

 
 

WATERING 

Your new tree(s) planted by the ALB Reforestation Program will require watering for at least two years to ensure 
successful establishment. Transplanting is often the most traumatic event a tree will endure. During the planting 
process, 80% or more water-absorbing roots are lost, making watering vital in ensuring the survival and success 
of your new tree(s) 

Using 10 1-gallon plastic jugs, carefully perforate 
the bottom of the jugs and place them around the 
base of the tree tied together and then fill them with 
water. This will allow the water to slowly seep out 
and water the tree.  
 
 You can also purchase watering bags  
 that you fill using a hose to allow for a 
 slow soaking. 
 

Following  tree planting, water twice a week at a rate of 10 gallons per watering. Watering with a garden 
hose at low volume or utilizing a soaker hose is ideal since it allows water to slowly infiltrate the soil while 
minimizing the potential for root ball erosion. Less frequent, but thorough watering is more beneficial to 
root development than more  frequent, but shallow watering. Remember that tree roots need oxygen and 
over-watering is just as problematic as under-watering. 

AN EASY WATERING TECHNIQUE: 

Provided by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation & Recreation  
Urban & Community Forestry Program 



A mulch volcano is when mulch is piled up against 
the tree trunk in thicknesses greater than 6 inches 
and slopes downward. Although common in both 
young and mature trees, this technique is very 
detrimental to tree health. Mulch holds moisture and 
when touching the tree trunk can cause the 
bark to rot or the  
introduction of insects,  
disease, and rodents. 

ALB Reforestation Program 

MULCHING 

Mulching your new tree is important and serves more than 
just an aesthetic function. Mulch reduces the shortcomings of 
urban sites by replicating natural processes occurring in the 
forest. Mulch increases available nutrients, water retention, 
buffers soil temperatures and provides root protection. Mulch 
also reduces root-zone erosion potential, soil compaction, 
weed growth and prevents lawnmower and other machinery 
damage. 

WHY MULCH? 

WHAT IS MULCH? 
Mulch  is any woody or herbaceous material applied over 
the root-zone that improves tree health by replicating the 
forest floor. Mulch can be aged wood  chips, shredded 
bark, pine needles, composted leaves, and composted 
grass clippings. 

HOW DO I MULCH CORRECTLY? 
Mulch should be placed in a ring at least 4 inches 
away from the tree trunk at a depth of 2-4 inches 
and ideally reach the outer diameter of the tree 
crown. Raking away old mulch before applying 
new mulch helps maintain correct mulch depth. 
Occasionally, you may need to pull mulch away 
from the trunk of the tree as it settles around 

WHAT IS A MULCH VOLCANO? 

Provided by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation & Recreation  
Urban & Community Forestry Program 

Young Tree Care 

The pictures and adapted text in this brochure are from 
‘Mulch: Your Tree’s Best Friend.’ Courtesy of the Missouri 
Department of Conservation. 

Mulch 
Volcano 
Piled high  
against trunk 

Correct Mulching 
Technique 
Wide ring,  
away from trunk 
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