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NOTICE TO LAKE QUINSIGAMOND BOATERS 

As you are probably aware, the Massachusetts Department of Transportation is reconstructing 

the Route 9 Bridge over Lake Quinsigamond . At all times during the project, safe passage for 

boaters will be maintained under the existing and new bridge during all construction activities. 

To ensure a minimum 50' wide safe passage is maintained, the following changes in the boating 

rules have been approved by the Lake Quinsigamond Commission and will be implemented in 

the coming week: 

• The NO WAKE zones will be extended to 300' north and south of the bridge. The limits 

of the NO WAKE zones will be marked with warning buoys and will be strictly enforced. 

• The span(s) which will be open for safe passage under the bridge will not always be the 

same. In order to indicate which span(s) are open for safe passage, conventional 

roadway traffic lights will be installed over each arch of the existing bridge to indicate 
" open and closed passageways under the bridge. A GREEN light indicates the span is safe 

to pass under and a RED light indicates it is not safe to pass under. 

• A sign will be anchored near the NO WAKE buoy that will indicate to boaters that the 

bridge is under construction and to follow the traffic signals for safe passage. 

The reconstruction of the new bridge and demolition of the old bridge will be done primarily 

from the lake using heavy equipment on barges. Accordingly, several large barges, cranes and 

boats will be operating in the area of the Rte 9 bridge for the next 3 years. For more 

information on the bridge construction please see the enclosed project fact sheet or visit the 

project website at: www.mass.gov/massdot/kenburnsbridge 

For the safety of all of the lake users as well as the 

construction personnel, strict adherence to these rules 

is essential. 
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Light Signals for Passage Under the Bridge (example) 
Availability of different spans may vary from week to week. 

For your safety, pay attention to the bridge lights 
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REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

o FACTSHEET 

The Kenneth F. Burns Bridge: Today's bridge is a concrete deck arch span bridge composed of a total of six arches and 
a viaduct. The bridge carries Route 9, locally known as Belmont Street orTurnpike Road over Lake Quinsigamond between 
the City of Worcester and Town of Shrewsbury. 

The Replacement: The new bridge will be a five span steel deck arch bridge which will match abutting sections of Route 9 
with three travel lanes in each direction. Wide shoulders will accommodate cyclists and emergency vehicles during rush-hour. 
Broad, ADA-compliant sidewalks with overlooks at every pier will provide an enjoyable vantage point to watch regattas or 
just enjoy the Lake. 

Project History: In 2009, MassDOT determined that the nearly 100 year-old bridge had reached the end of its useful lifespan and 
should be replaced. A two-year planning process led to the choice of a steel deck arch type and ended with the selection of a 
design/build team headed byThe Middlesex Company. 

Project Goal: The speedy and cost-effective replacement of the Kenneth F. Burns Memorial Bridge so that this key crossing 
of the Lake can continue to carry traffic on Route 9 safely and efficiently 

Project Cost: $89 million funded through the Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP). 

Project Timeline: 

Notice to proceed: May,2012 

Start of preparatory utility relocation to facilitate construction: July, 2012 

Phase 1 Eastbound bridge complete and open to traffic: December, 2013 

Phase 2 Westbound bridge complete and open to traffic: August,2015 

A New Approach: to minimize the disruption associated with this project, MassDOT is using a design/build approach in which the 
same project team is responsible for final design and construction. This approach allows a project to be completed with greater 
speed and lower cost. Innovative construction techniques are a hallmark of the ABP. 

Keeping Route 9 Open: MassDOT and its project team understand the critical position of Route 9 in local and regional 
transportation and the role it plays for local merchants. The design team will ensure that the bridge and its approaches in both 
Worcester and Shrewsbury keep its full carrying capacity, two lanes eastbound and two lanes westbound, during all peak hours. 

Keeping Lake Quinsigamond Accessible: MassDOT and its project team understand Lake Quinsigamond's role as host to both 
recreational and competitive boating. The project will maintain an open channel under the bridge of no less than 50 feet wide at all 
times and will provide the boating community with timely and accurate updates on water-based construction activities. 

Public Outreach: MassDOT is committed to effective public involvement. We invite you to learn more about the project by 
visiting our project website at www.mass.gov/massdot/kenburnsbridge. This website allows you to sign up for e-mail alerts 
regarding the project, read about the progress of work and submit your comments or questions to the project team. You may 
also contact Stephanie Boundy by telephone (617) 973-8049 or bye-mail at stephanie.boundy@state.ma.us. 


