
 LAKE QUINSIGAMOND COMMISSION
Wednesday, June 27, 2016
New Selectmen’s Room, Shrewsbury, Municipal Office Building

Present: Chairman, P.Collins, K.Polito, M. Paika, S.Valliere,  J. Dumas;
Absent: Jordan Powers, Cpt. Steele,

Call to order at 7:04 p.m
Approve minutes from May 25th & June 29th  no quorum,  motion to approve , seconded and unanimous

Bills & Expenses postage for dock renewals: June 16-$3.26; postage July 6-$4.19; postage June 20-$70.16 
Total $77.61  Motion to approve pay, seconded and unanimous
Commissioner’s reports:
Chairman: busy month lots of activity on the lake. Concerns- People are swimming across the lake,  Not 
LEGAL; especially on the busy weekends- extremely dangerous.
b. Irish Dam update- Engineers are shooring up platform, gate has not been installed yet, still working on 
foundation.
c. Regarding the Bridge, DOT working on placement of signs, including the No Wake Zone signs. Speed limit 
is headway speed or 6mph and No Towing Under the Bridge. Safety concern is: this bridge structure now 
allows boats to travel in east- west direction but also north & south. Please use extra caution.
d. Rep. Hannah Kane, might attend August meeting, updating us on the LQC amendment. To better define our 
ability to treat weeds (applications of chemicals in the lake).  Possibly Senator M. Moore will speak regarding 
state budget.

Commissioner Paika: Pleased with July 4th fireworks display, and all boaters conducted themselves 
appropriately. 
b.Wakefest-A great event
c. Grasses are starting to mature- an annual event
7:10pm   Mr. Rick Starvos- S.H.S. fall races- with Lake Quinsigamond Community Rowing Assoc.  Requesting
October 9 and 16th for the seventh  N .E. and  second MA State Championship races. Contacted QRA and they 
have a race on the 15th (Saturday) – no conflict. This year again, the LQR Assoc. is donating $100.00 to the 
LQC to use accordingly.
Chairman acknowledged this donation and thanked the association for its generosity.
A motion to approve Oct 9th & 16th races, seconded and unanimous.

Shrewsbury Police: The S.P.D. new boat acquired by Env. Police is an Environmental Coast Guard boat; has 
been re-lettered and docked at the Shrewsbury Police boathouse. (3 boats docked)
b. SPD Chief  met with MA DOT, regarding the bridge fencing, and graffiti issues. It was decided to install a 
black chain link fence with a gate, chain & signs- No Trespassing- Both sides
c. Bridge signage- Placement still undetermined
d. Weekends are extremely busy on lake-more boaters are traveling here from abroad (our dock ramp cost is 
$10 v.s. $50 at Webster Lake).  All complaints or issues should be called in to the P.D. On weekends, both 
Shrewsbury & Environmental Police are patrolling.
e. Rope swings are “illegal.” Especially on Drake Island, waiting for signage to post on Drake Island- this is 
town property but problems vary from swings, trash, to camping.
f. Wakefest was successful, very well attended with no problems or complaints
Chairman- recognized the event and thank you to all the officers.
 Officer Valliere noted that “All boating rules are posted at boat ramps”.
7:15pm Continuation Eastern Point docks agenda. Open to a public hearing-  Last month, informal discussion



2

 Majority of feedback was taken into account, mostly- the protruded dock. Submitted enlarged plans for 
additional eight boat docks. Please note that the docks have been shorten by 28’ less into the lake, narrowed the 
common walkway, and shorten the extension. Took depths as suggested and 13’ beyond the gazebo.
Chairman noticed docks do not protrude out as far, however it is in the busiest section of the lake- better plan
overall.
P.Diggins reviewed, & concerned of the open lane that is required during races.  Discussed various options: 
wait & install docks after Memorial Day, put “stop” sign on docks, placement of buoy, etc.  and to adjust plan 
by moving docks 12’ north.
Main concern – residents need lane access.
Resident Ann Zetter Summer- resident & very familiar with the lake. Enjoys the regattas and notes that these 
races are during the daytime and under a controlled environment. Major issue is safety. This area poses a blind 
spot – It’s a well known path for local boats & kayakers. Everyone is aware of the gazebo placement, however a
total different prospective in evening. These docks are at a low water level & not visible. Any protrusion 
especially at night time is a concern.
Motion to approve per changes by suggestion, and to bring a plan back showing final map of dock movement 
12’ north to our next meeting. Seconded, unanimous.

7:30 pm  Ms. Suzanne De George rep. from Worcester Telegram Gazette. – Worcester Dragon Boat Festival 
Update:

 All Paperwork is in, permits approved, insurance, check submitted

 Total to date is 10 teams – our goal is 25 teams

 Final date for registration, will extend to August 1st

  Event Date is Saturday, August 13th , wake free zone boat ramp to bridge

 Race is from the boat ramp to bridge (approx. 200-300 meters).

  Time- 9:00am-3:00pm

 Average cost per person is $71.72 this event is co-sponsored with United Way Central MA.
Thank you & hope to see you all.
Cpt. Steele: absent
K.Polito- waiting for signs with Shrewsbury Conservation Commission.
J.Dumas- no report
OLD BUSINESS:
P. Diggins- update on U.S. Masters- is ready to go, August 17-21, 2016

NEW BUSINESS:
Discussion on Muck Mat-this is a device – square in size, sort of a trampoline mesh with frame. Design to walk 
on top of it & keeps afloat of lake bottom (muck). We received an inquiry, if this item may be applied to their 
shoreline.
K.Polito reported after review by the Conservation Commission this was not approved. Would alter natural 
habitat, plus concerns of lake bottom.

Barbara Kickham: Lake Quinsigamond Watershed Association
a. Report celebrate Lake Festival (boat parade) is scheduled for September 10, 2016.- food, music- disc 

jockey, beer-wine tent, prizes. Located at Regatta Point this year, includes the Classic Antique Woodies 
& possibly Worcester Canine Unit. More advertising after Labor Day.

b. August 12th, with EPA,  bring mobile laboratory van -training on bacteria identification at Corazzini 
Boat Ramp
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c. Consider having boat inspectors at both boat ramps. Since another invasive weed (water chestnut) has 
been identified on Shirley Pond.   (use of salt solution spray on boats)

Chairman: Received correspondence from Bill Latimer- new version of the Lake Quinsigamond map 
now available.  Main change to the map is the remarking of low areas.  Both maps are in color & more 
detailed.
Two different versions- go on their website: wcsarteam@wix.com/maplakequinsigamond

Mike Kalinouski of Canna Drive- providing underwater robotics, he came across several cars on lake 
bottom. One located 25yards north off Brownie Beach, leaking gas. Notified Police Department several 
weeks ago, license plate was given. Possibly a stolen car.  (Expensive to remove) and not knowing 
whom would pay.
Motion to adjourn & seconded.

Meeting adjourn @ 8:070m

Respectfully submitted,
K.Hemmerdinger
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